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A "tax" is a charge levied and collected as a contribution to the maintenance of the general government. Taxation is the 
act of laying a tax, or imposing these burdens or charges on persons or property. 


A "tax" is a charge levied and collected as a contribution to the maintenance of the general government. | It is imposed upon 


the citizens in common at regularly recurring periods for the purpose of providing a continuous revenue.” Taxes are burdens 
of a pecuniary nature imposed for the purpose of defraying the costs of government services generally without relation to 


particular benefits derived by the taxpayer.” In a general sense, the terms "tax" and "taxes" include every burden which may 
be lawfully laid on the citizen by virtue of the taxing power," but their application in constitutional or statutory provisions 


varies according to the intention and purpose of the particular provision.” The meaning of the word "taxes" as used in contracts 
between individuals with respect to the payment thereof depends on the intent of the parties in the light of the context of the 


contract and the circumstances under which it was made.° 


Taxation is the act of laying a tax, or imposing these burdens or charges on persons or property,’ or in other words, the process 
or means by which the taxing power is exercised.° The power to tax 1s exercised when the tax is levied,” and a statute levies 


a tax when it fixes the amount or rate to be imposed.!° 


Retroactive tax. 
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A retroactive tax is one imposed on past transactions!! or for past periods. Retroactivity provisions in tax statutes, if for a 


short period, are generally valid. 1? 


Revenue laws. 


Revenue laws are laws the principal object of which is the raising of revenue, and not those under which revenue may incidentally 


arise. A 
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